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Figure 1.  Map of the black shale belt including the 
Barnett Shale and Woodford Shale (courtesy Antero 
Resources). 
 

The Woodford Shale was first produced in 1939 in 
southeast Oklahoma.  Drilling activity that targeted the 
Woodford Shale as the primary objective was slow to grow.  
By late 2004 there were only 22 Woodford Shale completions.  
By the end of 2006 there were 143 Woodford Shale 
completions.1-2  Through mid year 2007, there had been an 
additional 176 wells drilled with an estimated total of 350 
wells for the year (see Figure 3).   

Early completions were from existing vertical wells that 
initially targeted deeper horizons.  In the early stages of 
development the Woodford Shale was stimulated using acid or 
diesel breakdowns.  Although the results were usually 
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