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About the 
Distinguished Lecturer Program

w Available to all SPE sections worldwide

w �Every section can request up to three DLs  
each year

w More than 450 lectures presented each year

w View past presentations at www.spe.org/dl 

Primary funding for this popular SPE program is 
provided by the SPE Foundation through member 
donations and a contribution from Offshore Europe, 
with additional support provided by AIME.

SPE is grateful to those companies that allow their 
professionals to serve as Distinguished Lecturers.

To download a DL nomination 
form and find more information 
on SPE’s DL program visit us at 

www.spe.org/dl 

DL Program Manager
The Society of Petroleum Engineers
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What is the Distinguished Lecturer Program?
The Distinguished Lecturer (DL) Program, available to SPE 
sections throughout the world, has grown in popularity and 
importance from three Lecturers in 1961 to today’s current 
state of 35-40 known experts. 

Many Lecturers travel thousands of miles to make a 
presentation to a section. In all, more than 450 presentations 
are made each year. Visit the DL webpage at  
www.spe.org/dl to access video presentations of some of 
SPE’s past Lecturers.

The DL Program’s purpose is to disseminate technical 
information by providing sections with outstanding speakers 
who are experts in their field. And by making available up 
to three Lecturers per year, the DL Program has answered 
countless questions and advanced technology on all fronts, 

technically and geographically.

Requirements of a Distinguished Lecturer
DLs are nominated by their peers, and reviewed by the 
Distinguished Lecturer Committee for quality, timeliness, 
and relevance of presentations. Once selected, a DL will 
visit as few as six or as many as 40 sections within a lecture 
season. Presentation times vary from 30 minutes to one hour 
with allotted time for Q&A. DLs are committed for a one 
year term and then must wait three years before they can 
be nominated again. The time commitment can be up to 
ten days per month for a 40 lecture season and may require 
extensive international travel.

How to Nominate a Distinguished Lecturer
Before submitting a nomination, please ensure all requirements are included. 
Failure to submit all items required will eliminate the nominee from 
consideration. The DL Committee does not accept self-nominations. 

To submit a nomination, the following items are required to accompany the 
nomination form: 

w �Download the nomination form at www.spe.org/dl
w �Compose and send the nominee’s biography (1/4 page) and abstract (1/2 page) 

using a 12 point font. The abstract must also answer the question “What is the 
one idea you would like the members to take away from this lecture?”

w ��Submit seven core slides of proposed lecture presentation.

w �Confirm the nominee and his/her company management have agreed to the 
submission of the nomination.

w �Two letters of recommendation with specific nominee information such as 
professional activities, timeliness of topic, and presentation skills. The letters 
should be from individuals who know the nominee personally. Include phone 
number and e-mail address of the individual sending the letter. Only one of 
the three submissions (nomination form and two recommendation letters) can 
be from the nominee’s company.

To enhance the nominee packet, it is highly recommended that the nominator 
also submit: (items are optional)

w  �Nominee’s proposed lecture PowerPoint presentation. Nominee should be 
able to present the submitted topic in a 30 minute timeframe. If submitted, 
submission of the seven core slides is not required.

w  Complete detailed resume/CV

Send all the above information to the DL Program Manager via one of  
the following:
w  Email to disting_lect@spe.org
w  �Mail to DL Program Manager, Society of Petroleum Engineers,  

222 Palisades Creek Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, USA 
w  �Post securely on the Internet as follows:  

http://communities.spe.org/Specialty/DL/default.aspx
	 • Login email: dlsections
	 • Password: dlofficers
	 • You are now in the Distinguished Lecturer Program community
	 • �On left side, scroll down, click on ‘Nomination Library’, then  

‘Nomination Document’
	 • On tool bar, click on ‘New’ and make a folder for the Nominee
	 • Once in folder, upload all documents

Date Information

1 July (hard deadline)
All nominations/requirements are due into 
the DL Program Manager

September/October Lecturers are selected

James Crafton
Performance Sciences, Inc.
Evergreen, CO USA

Ronald Harrell
Retired

Houston, TX USA

“More than 1,342,000 miles 
are traveled in an average year by the 
Distinguished Lecturers   

to visit more than 176 sections on six continents.”


