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Obtaining Permission for the Use of SPE-Copyrighted Material

SPE performs an important service to the industry through administration of SPE-copyrighted
documents. Individuals and companies can make their requests for permission to use figures,
tables, and whole papers to SPE, rather than having to find multiple authors. To defray the costs of
this important function, it is necessary to charge fees for certain types of uses, especially those that
are commercial in nature.

Explanation of Terms

Abstract - A short summary of a paper, 300 words or less, that does not include any figures,
graphics, or equations. An abstract would often, but not always, include a link to where the full-
length paper can be accessed.

Author’s employer - The company that employed the author at the time that the paper was written.
The rights of the author’s employer do not transfer to subsequent employers.

Commercial use - The use of SPE copyrighted material for any purpose that directly generates
income for your organization or promotes the sale or use of a product or service that would
generate income for your organization.

Extranet - Extension of a company's intranet to allow selected customers or partners to access
company data via the Internet. External access is limited to members of a specific group, such as
customers who have registered and received company approval, or participants in a joint industry
project (JIP).

Generally accessible Internet site — A website that provides information that is available to anyone
who enters the website address into their browser.

Intranet - A website of private company information that is located inside a company’s firewall,
limiting access to company employees.

Internet - The global network linking computers and enabling them to share and exchange
information.

Research fee - A charge imposed by SPE to defray the cost of staff time involved to verify SPE
copyright to the article, paper, table, figure, or other material for which permission is being
requested. A research fee will be assessed for each source (paper or book) that must be
investigated. Multiple items from the same source will be assessed only one research fee.



Third-party organizations - For purposes of this document, a third-party organization is any
organization other than SPE and the author’s employer.

General Permissions

You may make up to 5 photocopies of a single SPE-copyrighted article or paper, or up to 15 pages
from a book or longer work, to share with colleagues who may be interested in it. This permission is
intended for one-time use, and cannot be used repeatedly to copy longer works in their entirety.

You may provide a link from your website to SPE-copyrighted material on SPE.org, OnePetro.org,
JPT Online.org, energy4me.org, or any other SPE website without prior approval. This link must not
be made in a manner than implies SPE endorsement or support, and may not include the SPE, JPT,
OnePetro, or energy4me logo. Such links are for informational purposes only.

You may post or publish an abstract of any SPE-copyrighted paper of 300 words or less, that does
not include any figures, graphics, or equations, without permission from SPE. The abstract must
note SPE copyright and the year, such as © YEAR, Society of Petroleum Engineers. For abstracts
provided in electronic format, a link to the full paper in OnePetro is recommended.

An author, or the author’s employer, may distribute his/her paper within their company (in paper or
electronic form, such as via an intranet) without prior approval from SPE.

Permission to Publish, Reprint, or Distribute SPE Papers

Authors

Authors of papers presented at SPE conferences may request and will be granted a one-time
permission to publish their paper in a non-SPE magazine, journal, or other periodical. However, by
doing so, authors are forfeiting their option to be considered for publication in an SPE journal.
Upon receipt of such a request, a paper that has been submitted for peer review by an SPE journal
will be withdrawn. The permission is for one-time publication only, and provides for no other
distribution than publication in a single issue. SPE retains all other rights as provided for under SPE
copyright, including the right to distribute the paper in all media, both currently known and to be
developed in the future.

To request permission to publish in a non-SPE periodical, authors should complete the Author
Return of Publication Rights form and submit it to permissions@spe.org.

Author/Author’s Employer

Authors or their employer may distribute up to 50 printed copies of their SPE paper for educational
or professional activities without notification to SPE. This permission can be used multiple times
(such as to distribute copies from an employer’s trade show booth or for use in a training course
that the author is conducting).

If more than 50 copies are desired, the fees in Table 1 below would apply. This covers use of the
paper in printed form only - see the section below for permissions related to electronic access.



Table 1 - Fees for Distributing or Reprinting SPE Papers
Applicable to Authors and Their Employers
(Fees are Per Paper in USD)

Individual Author Author’s Employer
51-100 copies $25 $100
101-500 copies $50 $150
501-1,000 copies Not Permitted $200
1,001-2,000 copies Not Permitted $250
2,001 + copies Not Permitted $300

Copies of papers in all the above situations shall prominently display the
following statement:
© (YEAR) Society of Petroleum Engineers

Third Party Organizations

Direct requests from third-party organizations to publish an SPE-copyrighted paper in a magazine,
journal or other periodical will not be granted. SPE will consider such requests only if made by an
author of the paper. It is SPE’s practice is to release journal publication rights to the author, who
may in turn transfer such rights to a publisher.

Requests from third parties to distribute copies of SPE-copyrighted papers (such as for training
courses) or to republish SPE-copyrighted papers in a collection (such as a book or CD-ROM) may be
granted upon payment of a fee to SPE (see Table 2). Papers may not be distributed via the Internet.

Table 2 - Fees for Distributing, Reprinting or Publishing
SPE Papers in Printed Form
Applicable to Third Party Organizations
(Fees are Per Paper in USD)

Individual SPE Individual Not-for-Profit For-Profit
Member Nonmember Organization Organization

Research Fee $ 20/paper $ 20/paper $ 20/paper $ 20/paper
1-20 copies $0 $20 $0 $40
21-100 copies $100 $200 $100 $ 400
101-500 copies $150 $300 $150 $600
501-1,000 copies  Not Permitted Not Permitted $200 $1,000
1,001-2,000 copies Not Permitted Not Permitted $250 $2,000
2,001 + copies Not Permitted  Not Permitted $300 $ 3,000
Papers published in all the above situations shall prominently display the following

statement:
© (YEAR) Society of Petroleum Engineers

Third party organizations can request permission for distribution, publishing, or reprinting SPE
papers by completing the SPE Permissions Request Form and submitting it to
permissions@spe.org.



Permission to Use Tables and Figures From SPE Publications

SPE will grant permission to reproduce tables or figures from SPE-copyrighted material provided
that these elements are original to the paper. That is, if it is apparent that the SPE paper’s author
republished the material from another source, SPE cannot grant permission and the requestor must
contact the original copyright holder. For material from JPT or The Way Ahead, SPE may require
additional time to research whether SPE holds copyright to the figures or tables.

Each table or figure used in another publication shall reference the source SPE paper or periodical
in the references and include the following statement in the caption: © YEAR Society of Petroleum
Engineers Ref. X (where Ref. X indicates the reference to the original paper or article in the
bibliography or list of references in the appropriate style for the document).

SPE will charge a research fee and a reproduction fee for such requests. The schedule of fees is
shown in Table 3, and is based on the number of copies to be printed or distributed.

Table 3 - Fees for Use of Tables and Figures from SPE Publications
(Fees are in USD)
Research Fee:! $20 per paper, book or article

Document Fee (based on number of copies to be printed)
1-50 copies 51-100 copies 101-250 copies 251+ copies

Individual SPE member $8.00/item? $10.00/item $12.00/item $14.00/item
Individual nonmember $20.00/item $25.00/item $30.00/item $35.00/item
Not-for-profit $10.00/item $12.50/item $15.00/item $17.50/item
organization

Academic institution $9.00/item $11.25/item $13.50/item $15.75/item
For-profit organization $20.00/item $25.00/item $30.00/item $35.00/item

Total cost= Research fee + Document fee

The research fee is for staff time required to confirm copyright status. The document fee is for permission to
reproduce the material.

1 Only one research fee will apply per SPE paper; multiple figures from the same SPE paper will incur a single
research fee. For books, multiple research fees may apply for multi-volume sets.

2 Item includes figure, table, or other extract from the document.

Permission for Electronic Distribution/Storage of SPE Papers

Storage or distribution of SPE copyrighted material by any individual or organization (other than
SPE) on a generally accessible Internet site is almost never allowed, and only with prior written
permission from SPE. SPE does not support the creation of databases or storage locations for SPE
papers by non-SPE entities.

Author

Authors may place a pdf of papers they have written on a company intranet site. They may not post
their paper on any type of generally accessible Internet site.



Author’s Employer

A company or organization may post SPE-copyrighted papers written by its employees on its
intranet, accessible only to employees of the company, as long as the first page or screen includes
prominent acknowledgement of SPE copyright. Posting full SPE papers on a generally accessible
Internet site is not acceptable.

Relevant employee-written papers can also be posted to limited access workspaces for project
teams or a joint industry project (JIP) if the number of people with access to the site does not
exceed 50 and the papers are posted for the duration of the project only.

SPE will consider requests for use of employee-written papers on a customer extranet or other
limited access site on a case-by-case basis. Fees for permission will apply and will depend on
factors such as the number of people with access to the site, the number of papers requested, the
time papers will be available, and anticipated usage.

Third Party Organizations

SPE papers downloaded from OnePetro can be posted to limited access workspaces to be shared
among project teams or a joint industry project (JIP) if the number of people with access to the site
does not exceed 50 and the papers are posted for the duration of the project only.

SPE will consider requests for use of SPE-copyrighted papers on other types of limited access sites
on a case-by-case basis. Fees for permission will apply and will depend on factors such as the
number of people with access to the site, the number of papers requested, the time papers will be
available, and anticipated usage.

Posting of SPE-copyrighted papers on any other type of electronic network, including on generally
accessible Internet sites, is prohibited without the permission of SPE.

No SPE-copyrighted paper may be held in or distributed from an electronic database other than one
developed for SPE itself.

Requests for permission to reproduce SPE copyrighted material should be made in writing to
Society of Petroleum Engineers, Permissions, P.0. Box 833836, Richardson, TX 75083-3836, email
permissions@spe.org.



