
SPE Artificial Lift  
Conference and Exhibition—North America

25–27 October 2016
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

Hotel and Convention Center
 The Woodlands, Texas, USA

www.spe.org/go/ALCEProgram

So
ci

et
y 

of
 P

et
ro

le
um

 E
ng

in
ee

rs
22

2 
Pa

lis
ad

es
 C

re
ek

 D
riv

e
R

ic
ha

rd
so

n,
 T

X
 7

50
80

 U
SA

SP
E 

A
rt

ifi
ci

al
 L

ift
  

Co
nf

er
en

ce
 a

nd
 E

xh
ib

iti
on

—
N

or
th

 A
m

er
ic

a

25
–2

7 
O

ct
ob

er
 2

01
6

Th
e 

W
oo

dl
an

ds
 W

at
er

w
ay

 M
ar

rio
tt

 
H

ot
el

 a
nd

 C
on

ve
nt

io
n 

Ce
nt

er

 T
he

 W
oo

dl
an

ds
, T

ex
as

, U
SA

w
w

w
.s

pe
.o

rg
/g

o/
A

LC
EP

ro
gr

am

A
bo

ut
 th

e 
So

ci
et

y 
of

 P
et

ro
le

um
 E

ng
in

ee
rs

 
Th

e 
So

ci
et

y 
of

 P
et

ro
le

um
 E

ng
in

ee
rs

 (S
PE

) i
s 

a 
no

t-
fo

r-
pr

ofi
t 

pr
of

es
si

on
al

 a
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

w
ho

se
 m

em
be

rs
 a

re
 e

ng
ag

ed
 in

 e
ne

rg
y 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n.

 S
PE

 s
er

ve
s 

m
or

e 
th

an
 

14
3,

00
0 

m
em

be
rs

 in
 14

7 
co

un
tr

ie
s 

w
or

ld
w

id
e.

 S
PE

 is
 a

 k
ey

 re
so

ur
ce

 
fo

r t
ec

hn
ic

al
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
re

la
te

d 
to

 th
e 

oi
l a

nd
 g

as
 e

xp
lo

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
pr

od
uc

tio
n 

in
du

st
ry

, a
nd

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
se

rv
ic

es
 th

ro
ug

h 
its

 p
ub

lic
at

io
ns

, 
ev

en
ts

, t
ra

in
in

g 
co

ur
se

s,
 a

nd
 o

nl
in

e 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

at
 w

w
w

.s
pe

.o
rg

.

Lo
ok

 in
si

de
 fo

r d
et

ai
ls

  
on

 th
e 

te
ch

ni
ca

l p
ro

gr
am

, 
le

ge
nd

s o
f a

rt
ifi

ci
al

  
lif

t, 
ke

yn
ot

e 
lu

nc
he

on
s,

  
an

d 
m

or
e!

A
BO

UT
 T

HE
 E

VE
N

T
Th

e 
SP

E 
A

rt
ifi

ci
al

 L
ift

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

an
d 

Ex
hi

bi
tio

n—
 

N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
a 

fo
cu

se
s 

on
 c

as
e 

st
ud

ie
s 

an
d 

be
st

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
 

in
 a

rt
ifi

ci
al

 li
ft

 a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

, p
rim

ar
ily

 fo
r u

nc
on

ve
nt

io
na

l 
sh

al
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

.

Thank You To Our Sponsors  
(as of 26 September 2016)

Conference Sponsors

Conference and Bag Sponsor

Conference Lanyards 
Sponsor

Wednesday Keynote  
Luncheon Sponsor

Platinum and  
Pens and Pads Sponsor

Post-Conference Training Course 

SPE is offering a training course to make the most of your time at the 
conference and to enhance your professional development.

Basics of Artificial Lift Systems 
Instructor: Hemanta Mukherjee 
28–29 October | 0800–1700

This course presents a complete overview of the most widely used 
artificial lift systems in the oil and gas industry. 

The training course will be held at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel and will require a separate ticket purchase from the conference.



Special Events
Plenary Session—Well Production 
Life Cycle: When is the Right Time to 
Transition From Flowing to Lift and 
When to Change Between Lift Methods
Tuesday 25 October | 0830–1000
Different perspectives will be shared 
on the decisions made regarding lift 
installations and revisions in the life 
cycle of a well producing from an 
unconventional reservoir.

Moderator: Shauna Noonan,  
Occidental Petroleum

Speakers: Bill Lane, Weatherford;  
Greg Stephenson, ConocoPhillips;  
Libby Einhorn, Concho

Keynote Luncheon—Artificial Lift: 
Integration from Pore to Pipeline
Tuesday 25 October | 1200–1315
Speaker: Kyel Hodenfield,  
Schlumberger

Keynote Luncheon—The Artificial Lift  
Culture Change
Wednesday 26 October | 1200–1315
This presentation will cover the 
importance of artificial lift to Oxy and 
how the company is becoming more 
innovative and collaborative to foster 
better performance and reliability.

Speaker: Jody Elliott,  
Occidental Petroleum

Legends in Artificial Lift  
Awards Luncheon
Thursday, 27 October | 1200–1315
SPE recognizes the importance of 
artificial lift to the industry and the 
valuable contributions of those who 
made their careers advancing the 
technology and transferring their 
knowledge to the next generation.

Award Recipients: John Bearden,  
Mark Mahoney, Jim McCoy, and  
Sid Smith, Sr.

Emcee: Jeff Spath, Texas Oil & Gas 
Institute and SPE Past President

 TUESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 

01 Sucker Rod Pumps | 1030–1200
Optimization has been a common theme 
for sucker rod pumping for many years, but 
the increase in complexity of the wells being 
produced necessitates more capable tools for 
optimizing these wells. This session will cover 
some of the challenges faced in optimizing 
sucker rod pumps in unconventionals, and 
how some operators are overcoming those 
challenges.

Session Chairpersons: 
Mike Poythress, ConocoPhillips 
Anthony Allison, Occidental Petroleum

02 Electric Submersible Pumps I: ESP 
Production in Tough Places | 1400–1530
Unconventional wellbores can be very 
challenging places for rotating equipment. 
Difficult well curvatures coupled with extreme 
and variable production environments can 
tax the physical limits of ESP systems. In this 
session we will look at some examples of 
how new technologies and unconventional 
approaches have allowed ESP production 
and optimization in these very challenging 
environments.

Session Chairpersons: 
Chip Ollre, GE Oil & Gas 
Leon Waldner, Nexen

03 Gas Lift/Plunger Lift | 1600–1730
Uncertainty of initial rates along with drastic 
changes in production rates require artificial 
lift systems which can adapt to these changes 
while remaining economic during the later 
life of the well. Gas lift, plunger lift, and gas 
lift assisted plunger lift have been used to 
manage these extremes economically and this 

session will review experiences and lessons 
learned in designing, applying, and optimizing 
these systems.

Session Chairpersons: 
Bill Hearn, ConocoPhillips 
Barry Labrecque, Shell Canada

 WEDNESDAY, 26 OCTOBER 

04 Data Management and Analytics | 
0830–1000
Data: We all want it, but most of us struggle to 
deal with it when we get it. This session features 
authors who have found a way to manage and 
evaluate the large datasets that hold the key to 
understanding and optimizing our artificial lift 
systems.

Session Chairpersons: 
Shauna Noonan, Occidental Petroleum 
Walter Phillips, Black Gold Pump & Supply

05 Flow Assurance I: Slug Prediction and 
Mitigation | 1030–1200
Production from horizontal wells in 
unconventional resource applications presents 
operators with a variety of flow assurance 
challenges. These include the production of 
sand, wax and hydrates, and, in particular, the 
instability and slugging caused by the wells’ 
unique geometry and production profiles. The 
papers presented within this session provide 
approaches for predicting the conditions under 
which liquid loading and well instability may 
occur as well as approaches for mitigating 
these events.

Session Chairpersons: 
Greg Stephenson, ConocoPhillips 
Bruce Gerrard, Occidental Petroleum

06 Sucker Rod Pumps II | 1400–1530
As operators strive to minimize operating 
costs in a down market, many are turning to 
technology to improve the efficiency of their 
operations. Some of the technology is new 
to the oilfield or some is common to other 
lift methods and new to sucker rod pumping. 
Others are not necessarily new, but not 
widely understood and may be suited to new 
applications. This session will explore several 
of these technologies and demonstrate the 
efficiency improvements they provide.

Session Chairpersons: 
Justin Bates, Carrizo Oil & Gas 
Garrett McCrory, Shell E&P

07 Electric Submersible Pumps II:  
Novel Approaches to ESP Challenges | 
1600–1730
This session features four papers that take 
on different approaches to solve challenges 
for ESPs. Want to see ESP selection from a 
probabilistic analysis of big data? Are you 
interested in seeing how new computer 
models are combined with 3D metal printing 
to solve gas issues for ESPs? Running ESPs 
on coiled tubing, advanced technologies for 
extreme operating conditions in those gassy 
wells, this session has it covered.

Session Chairpersons: 
Chip Ollre, GE Oil & Gas 
Peter Oyewole, Proline Energy Resources

 THURSDAY, 27 OCTOBER 

08 Flow Assurance II: Completion and 
Artificial Lift Issues | 0830–1000
Slugging and instability are key production 
challenges facing operators of horizontal 
wells, particularly in unconventional 
resources applications. These instability 
phenomena may be worsened or mitigated 
by the wells’ trajectory, completion 
methodology, and artificial lift practices. The 
papers presented within this session present 
approaches to predict slugging in such wells 
along with ways to minimize these events 
and improve well stability.

Session Chairpersons: 
Greg Stephenson, ConocoPhillips 
Robert Navo, Consultant

09 Artificial Lift Selection | 1030–1200
Artificial lift selection in unconventional 
resources is extremely challenging due to the 
significant changes in production during early 
well life, gas separation, and well profiles. This 
session features some strategies that have 
been deployed for selection along with results.

Session Chairpersons: 
Bill Hearn, ConocoPhillips 
Bruce Gerrard, Occidental Petroleum

10 New Technology | 1400–1600
The artificial lift industry landscape is 
constantly changing with the emergence 
of new technology and advancement of 
existing technology. This session features 
three different technologies where each of the 
authors will discuss their application and share 
the results from implementation.

Session Chairpersons: 
Keith Russell, Borets 
Robin Roberts, Summit ESP

Technical Program (as of 26 September 2016) Technical Program (as of 26 September 2016)

Registration for this conference is currently open.
Visit  www.spe.org/go/ALCEProgram for more information.


