
Upcoming Conferences and Forums

22–25 Feb 2010  North Sea Stimulation  
Edinburgh, UK

23–25 Mar 2010  SPE Intelligent Energy Conference and 
Exhibition    
Utrecht, The Netherlands

19–22 Apr 2010  The Upstream Lab - A Valuable Hard Data Hub 
Parndof, Austria 

24–25 May 2010  SPE International Conference on Oil� eld 
Corrosion  
Aberdeen, UK  

26–27 May 2010  SPE International Conference on Oil� eld Scale  
Aberdeen, UK  

Unconventional Gas Novotel Krakow Centrum Hotel | Krakow, Poland

Sponsorship Support
Sponsorship support helps offset 
the cost of producing workshops 
and allows SPE to keep the 
attendance price within reach of 
operations-level individuals who 
benefit most from these technical 
workshops. 

This workshop offers the Sponsor 
unique access to a focused group 
of key decision makers in the 
operating community. This is an 
informed audience discussing 
state-of-the-art technology and 
best practices.

While SPE prohibits any type 
of commercialism within the 
technical session room itself, the 
society recognises that sponsoring 
companies offer valuable 
information to attendees outside 
the technical sessions. 

Sponsorship Categories
Sponsorships are offered on 
a first come first served basis. 
For a list of available Sponsorship 
opportunities, including benefits and 
pricing, please contact Stephanie 
Gardner at sgardner@spe.org 

Sponsorship Benefits
In addition to on-site recognition 
SPE will recognise sponsors on the 
SPE website and in printed material 
for the workshop. 

Register by 12 April 2010

Preliminary Technical Agenda
Tuesday, 18 May 2010 
Panel Session
Session Managers: Roy Hartley, Jim Johnston, Stanislaw 
Nagy

It is often said that the North American experience will be difficult 
to transfer to Europe because of the ‘Regulation based’ system that 
prevails here. This session will investigate the issue: 

‘What impact will European regulations and work practices have 
on our ability to transfer technology and develop the energy that 
Europe needs?” 

Combined Unconventional Gas Session
Session Managers: Craig Cipolla, Carlo Lanzetta, Lukasz 
Ostrowski   

Most areas of Europe lie within easy access of gas pipeline 
infrastructure. The development cost of unconventional gas onshore, 
in Europe will therefore largely be controlled by our ability to drill 
cost-effective wells.  The questions to be addressed will be: 

•  What are the significant cost components of well construction? 
Are environmental costs as important as claimed? What 
percentage of well cost is controlled by stimulation, rig rate, 
casing, wellhead and tubulars, directional drilling, etc? Which 
are important and what can be done about them?

•  Well architecture (number of casings, use of SSSV’s etc.), could 
a typical North American tight gas/shale gas well actually be 
drilled in Europe, looking at technical, regulatory and practical 
issues?

•  Are horizontal wells with multiple fractures the technique of 
choice or is there a case for vertical stimulated wells? Is there 
a role for multilateral technology? 

•  Rotary Steerable Systems allow for fast and precise drilling but 
is the cost prohibitive?

Session I:  Tight Gas 
Session Managers: Josef Shaoul, Dan Paul Stefanescu, 
Zbigniew Ząbkiewicz

Tight gas is primarily an economic issue. Production and 
permeability guidelines are relative to technology development, 
well cost, stimulation cost and current gas price. As technology has 
developed, the permeability threshold in North America has changed 
from <0.1mD (1970s) to <0.01mD (1980s) to <0.001mD today. As a 
result, tight gas now makes a substantial contribution, perhaps 40%, 
to North American gas supply. The technologies that have allowed this 
are the ability to drill long horizontal wells, effective fracture stimulation 
and reservoir characterisation including developments in 3D seismic, 
special core analysis, electric log data, and diagenetic and structural 

analysis. As opposed to “shale gas”, tight gas production depends 
primarily on the matrix permeability, and does not require the creation 
of a huge fracture network for economic recovery to be achieved.

In Europe, the higher cost base and ready access to “cheap” imported 
gas means that tight gas development has been largely neglected, 
except in Germany where financial incentives for tight gas exist. There 
are signs that this is beginning to change. Tight gas developments 
are currently underway in the Rotliegendes and Carboniferous of 
Germany, offshore Holland and the UK, and efforts are being made 
to develop basin centred gas accumulations in the Pannonian Basin 
of Central Europe.

This session will address the issues of how, where and when technology 
and “best practices” largely developed in North America can be utilised 
in Europe to develop known tight gas resources.

Guided tour through the Wieliczka Salt Mine 
The Wieliczka Salt Mine is located on the outskirts of Krakow.  The 
mine had been in continuous operation producing table salt since 
the 13th century until 2007 when it became a major tourist attraction, 
with more than 1.2 million visitors per year.

The mine reaches a depth of 327 metres, is over 300 kilometres long 
and features a 3.5 kilometre touring route for visitors that includes 
historic statues and mythical figures, the oldest having been carved 
out of rock salt by miners, with more recent figures fashioned by 
contemporary artists.  Even the crystals of the chandeliers are made 
from rock salt that has been dissolved and reconstituted to achieve a 
clear, glass-like appearance.  

At the end of the tour, there is a large cathedral and reception room.  
Also featured is a large chamber with walls carved to resemble 
wooden chapels built by miners in earlier centuries, an underground 
lake and exhibits on the history of salt mining.

Wednesday, 19 May 2010

Session II:  Shale Gas

Session Managers: Udo Bregar, Hans-Juergen Handler, 
Jerzy Rajtar    

While Europe is in the early stages of exploration and production 
of shale gas, the remarkable success in developing shale gas plays 
in North America has encouraged geologists and engineers in a 
number of European countries to assess the productive potential of 
their own indigenous organic-rich shales.  There are encouraging 
signs that the technological lessons learned in the North American 
plays can be applied to the shale gas potential in Europe.

As the source rock for conventional natural gas deposits, shale 
gas plays represent a still untested and undeveloped resource 
potential for Europe. Though the technical risks are high, there is 

an opportunity to identify significant recoverable resources if the plays prove to 
be commercially viable. With this potential, the development of shale gas plays 
could be a step to strengthen Europe’s declining domestic gas supply. 

The session covers aspects of geological and geophysical identification 
and evaluation, petro-physical and chemical characterization, drilling and 
completion, testing, stimulation and production optimization, field development, 
and environmental concerns. The impact of all these aspects on the overall asset 
economics of exploring and exploiting shale gas plays will be considered within 
the context of respecting local legal and political conditions.

Session III: Coal-Bed Methane (CBM)
Session Managers: Jozef Dubinski, Krzysztof Fugiel, Jurek Hadro, Jakub 
Siemek        

Apart from North America, Australia, India and China, coal-bed methane (CBM) 
is a still emerging industry which has to answer the fundamental question: how 
to economically produce gas from mostly low permeability or under saturated 
coal-beds encountered in Europe. This session covers CBM data collection 
systems as well as CBM productivity and reserves estimates. All recent advanced 
technologies in CBM will be discussed; particularly ECBM combined with CO2 
sequestration, horizontal drilling and recent fracture stimulation techniques. It will 
also present an integrated approach to exploration, development and production 
which should be introduced to ensure commerciality of CBM ventures. 

Thursday, 20 May 2010

Session III: CBM continued

Workshop wrap-up and close

The session will conclude with a summary of the main lessons and conclusions 
of the workshop.

Schedule

Monday, 17 May 2010
1400  Hotel check-in

1700 – 1800  Registration open

1800 – 1900 Welcome reception 

Tuesday, 18 May 2010
0830 – 1000  Panel Session 

1000 – 1030  Coffee break

1030 – 1230  Combined Unconventional Gas Session

1230 – 1330  Lunch

1330 – 1500  Session I: Tight Gas 

1500 – 1530  Coffee break

1530 – 1700  Session I: continued

1800 – 1900  Guided tour through the Wieliczka Salt Mine

1915 – 2200  Gala dinner held at the Wieliczka Salt Mine

Wednesday, 19 May 2010
0900 – 1030  Session II: Shale Gas

1030 – 1100  Coffee break

1100 – 1230  Session II: continued

1230 – 1330  Lunch

1330 – 1500  Session II: continued

1500 – 1530  Coffee break

1530 – 1700  Session III:  Coal-Bed Methane (CBM) 

Thursday, 20 May 2010 
0830 – 1000  Session III: continued

1000 – 1030  Coffee break

1030 – 1200  Session III: continued 

1200 – 1300  Workshop wrap-up and close

1300 – 1400  Lunch

Workshop Guidelines 
FORMAT
Two and a half days of informal 
sessions, an evening welcome 
reception on Monday, 17 May and 
a guided tour and gala dinner on 
Tuesday, 18 May at the Wieliczka 
Salt Mine. Full details will be provided 
with your registration pack.

ATTENDANCE
70-80 delegates from relevant 
disciplines with proven experience 
and/or knowledge of the subject 
areas being covered. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS
The workshop qualifies for SPE 
Continuing Education Units (CEU), 
at the rate of 0.1 CEU per hour of the 
workshop.

SCRIBE’S REPORT
The steering committee will appoint 
a scribe to make a full report of 
the workshop, summarising all 
presentations and discussion. 
This report will be circulated to all 
attendees. The copyright of the 
scribe’s report will belong to SPE.

ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATE
All attendees will receive a 
certificate from SPE attesting to 
their participation.

CANCELLATION POLICY
Written notice received 30 days 
before the starting date of the 
workshop entitles registrants to a 
50% refund. There will be no refund 
for cancellations received after this 
time. 

PLEASE USE FORM ON BACK 
FOR REGISTRATION

Not an SPE member? Join 
SPE today and receive 
discounted registration 
rates for most SPE events. 
www.spe.org/joinspe





WORKSHOP

REGISTRATION FORM

17–20 May 2010,  Novotel Krakow Centrum Hotel, 5 Kosciuszki Street, 30-105 Kraków, Poland
Phone: +48 12 299 29 17; Fax: +48 12 299 29 99

Unconventional Gas - How can Technology Reduce the 
Costs of and/or Enhance the Value of UCG Prospects

Workshop Description

In Europe the costs for developing Unconventional Gas projects are 
significantly higher compared to North America. Whilst it may be 
impossible to reduce part of these additional costs (rules and legislation, 
environment, etc.) there is potential in other areas such as logistics 
and material supply. Providing a more continuous scope of work for 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing will also significantly reduce costs 
due to increasing equipment utilisation. Transferring knowledge and 
technologies will reduce the learning curve, although it may be necessary 
to develop technologies particularly for the European market. 

This may mean that operators need to work together to plan activities to 
allow the service companies to reduce costs due to increased workload. 
It will also allow other suppliers, e.g. in the chemical industry, to open 
plants in Europe and therefore reduce costs of their products. 

While cost reduction is an essential part, it is equally as important to fully 
develop the potential of Unconventional Gas plays. Knowledge, expertise 
and technologies that have been successfully implemented on similar 
Unconventional Gas plays in the US or Canada must be transferred and 
applied in Europe. There is no reason that this cannot be done. It is 
also critical to understand that this involves all disciplines: reservoir 
characterization, well construction and completion, as well as stimulation 
technologies.

Co-chairpersons: 

Stanislaw Nagy
AGH U of Science & Technology

Reinhard Pongratz
Halliburton 

Steering Committee:

Udo Bregar 
OMV A.G.

Craig Cipolla
Schlumberger

Jozef Dubinski
Central Mining Institute

Krzysztof Fugiel
OGEC Krakow

Jerzy (Jurek) Hadro
EurEnergy Resources Poland

Hans-Jürgen Handler
RAG Rohöl-Aufsuchungs AG

Roy Hartley
Aurelian Oil & Gas PLC

Jim Johnston
ExxonMobil 

Carlo Lanzetta
Eni E&P

Lukasz Ostrowski
Baker Hughes

Jerzy Rajtar
XTO Energy Inc.

Josef Shaoul
StrataGen Delft

Jakub Siemek
AGH U of Science & Technology

Dan Paul Stefanescu 
Romgaz - Romania

Zbigniew Ząbkiewicz
PGNIG S.A.

Steering Committee

Register by 12 April 2010

17–20 May 2010 | Novotel Krakow Centrum Hotel | Krakow, Poland

Society of Petroleum Engineers

Who Should Attend?
This workshop is a vehicle for sharing knowledge and information 
on Unconventional Gas Reservoirs amongst professionals in the 
oil and gas industry. The workshop is aimed at people working in 
the following categories:
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First Name/Forename: ____________________________________________________ Middle Name: ____________________________

Last/Family Name: _______________________________________________________  SPE Member? ❒ Yes ❒ No

Member No.: _____________________ Job Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Company/Organisation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Street or P.O. Box Number: ___________________________________ City: ________________________________________________

State/Province: _____________________ Zip/Postal Code: _____________ Country: _________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________ Facsimile: __________________________________________________

E-mail (required): _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will you attend the guided tour and gala dinner at the Wieliczka Salt Mine on Tuesday, 18 May 2010 at 1800 hrs?   ❒ Yes ❒ No

Do you have any mobility/dietary requirements? Please specify: ___________________________________________________________

Will you require any additional nights’ accommodation outside of the workshop dates?  Please specify: _____________________________

Would you like to show a Poster?   ❒ Yes ❒ No     If yes, please provide a brief description of topic: _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I am happy to share my contact details with other delegates who attend this workshop:   ❒ Yes ❒ No

Applied Technology Workshop Fee:  

Residential Rate   ❒ 800 GBP + VAT @ 22% for SPE Members ❒ 850 GBP + VAT @ 22% for Non members

Residential Rate includes: All workshop sessions for 2.5 days, the welcome reception on Monday, 17 May, the guided tour and gala dinner 
at the Wieliczka Salt Mine on Tuesday, 18 May, coffee breaks and lunches (Tues–Thurs), the scribe’s report and three nights’ accommodation 
(Mon–Thurs) at the Novotel Krakow Centrum Hotel.  

Non-Residential Rate   ❒ 550 GBP + VAT @ 22% for SPE Members ❒ 600 GBP + VAT @ 22% for Non members

Non-Residential Rate includes: All workshop sessions for 2.5 days, the welcome reception on Monday, 17 May, the guided tour and gala 
dinner at the Wieliczka Salt Mine on Tuesday, 18 May, coffee breaks and lunches (Tues–Thurs) and the scribe’s report. 

Payment Details:
Bank transfers:  Barclays Bank, 50 Pall Mall, London SW1A 1QA, UK; Name of Account: SPE Ventures; 
Account Number: 10359483; Sort code: 20-67-59; IBAN NUMBER: GB10 BARC 2067 5910 3594 83; SWIFTBIC: BARCGB22.

Please include the name of the registrant and 10AKRA as reference for the transfer.

Credit Card (Check One): ❒ American Express ❒ MasterCard ❒ Visa ❒ Diners

Written notice of cancellation received by 17 April 2010 entitles registrants to a 50% refund. There will be no refunds after this time.

Card Number (will be billed through Society of Petroleum Engineers) Expiration Date (mm/yy)

Name of Credit Card Holder: (printed) ______________________________________________________________________________

Signature: (required) _________________________________________________________  Date: _____________________________

Security Code: (3 digits on back of card / for AMEX 4 digits on front of card) ______________  Start Date: (Diners only) ______________

Mail, fax, or e-mail completed Registration Form with payment or credit card information to:

 Society of Petroleum Engineers Telephone: +44.20.7299.3300
 First Floor, Threeways House, 40/44 Clipstone Street, Fax: +44.20.7299.3309
 London, W1W 5DW, UK  Email: formslondon@spe.org

Submit registration online at www.spe.org/events/10akra
Registration form will not be processed without payment unless authorized by meetings manager.

For questions or additional information contact: Stephanie Gardner, Event Manager at sgardner@spe.org or Sophie Young at syoung@spe.org

  

10AKRA Important: Attendance is limited and is not guaranteed.  
Early registration is recommended. 

Registration / Payment Deadline: 12 April 2010
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Unconventional Gas - How can Technology 
Reduce the Costs of and/or Enhance the 
Value of UCG Prospects

•   Research & Development 
Geoscientists/Engineers

•  Academic Institution 
Members

• Geologists
• Geophysicists
•  Drilling & Completion 

Engineers

• Stimulation Engineers
• Production Engineers
• Reservoir Engineers
• Managers
• Regulators
• State and EU Officials
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WORKSHOP

REGISTRATION FORM

17–20 May 2010,  Novotel Krakow Centrum Hotel, 5 Kosciuszki Street, 30-105 Kraków, Poland
Phone: +48 12 299 29 17; Fax: +48 12 299 29 99

Unconventional Gas - How can Technology Reduce the 
Costs of and/or Enhance the Value of UCG Prospects

Workshop Description

In Europe the costs for developing Unconventional Gas projects are 
significantly higher compared to North America. Whilst it may be 
impossible to reduce part of these additional costs (rules and legislation, 
environment, etc.) there is potential in other areas such as logistics 
and material supply. Providing a more continuous scope of work for 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing will also significantly reduce costs 
due to increasing equipment utilisation. Transferring knowledge and 
technologies will reduce the learning curve, although it may be necessary 
to develop technologies particularly for the European market. 

This may mean that operators need to work together to plan activities to 
allow the service companies to reduce costs due to increased workload. 
It will also allow other suppliers, e.g. in the chemical industry, to open 
plants in Europe and therefore reduce costs of their products. 

While cost reduction is an essential part, it is equally as important to fully 
develop the potential of Unconventional Gas plays. Knowledge, expertise 
and technologies that have been successfully implemented on similar 
Unconventional Gas plays in the US or Canada must be transferred and 
applied in Europe. There is no reason that this cannot be done. It is 
also critical to understand that this involves all disciplines: reservoir 
characterization, well construction and completion, as well as stimulation 
technologies.

Co-chairpersons: 

Stanislaw Nagy
AGH U of Science & Technology

Reinhard Pongratz
Halliburton 

Steering Committee:

Udo Bregar 
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Josef Shaoul
StrataGen Delft
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AGH U of Science & Technology
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Zbigniew Ząbkiewicz
PGNIG S.A.

Steering Committee

Register by 12 April 2010
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Society of Petroleum Engineers

Who Should Attend?
This workshop is a vehicle for sharing knowledge and information 
on Unconventional Gas Reservoirs amongst professionals in the 
oil and gas industry. The workshop is aimed at people working in 
the following categories:
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First Name/Forename: ____________________________________________________ Middle Name: ____________________________

Last/Family Name: _______________________________________________________  SPE Member? ❒ Yes ❒ No

Member No.: _____________________ Job Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Company/Organisation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Street or P.O. Box Number: ___________________________________ City: ________________________________________________

State/Province: _____________________ Zip/Postal Code: _____________ Country: _________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________ Facsimile: __________________________________________________

E-mail (required): _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will you attend the guided tour and gala dinner at the Wieliczka Salt Mine on Tuesday, 18 May 2010 at 1800 hrs?   ❒ Yes ❒ No

Do you have any mobility/dietary requirements? Please specify: ___________________________________________________________

Will you require any additional nights’ accommodation outside of the workshop dates?  Please specify: _____________________________

Would you like to show a Poster?   ❒ Yes ❒ No     If yes, please provide a brief description of topic: _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I am happy to share my contact details with other delegates who attend this workshop:   ❒ Yes ❒ No

Applied Technology Workshop Fee:  

Residential Rate   ❒ 800 GBP + VAT @ 22% for SPE Members ❒ 850 GBP + VAT @ 22% for Non members

Residential Rate includes: All workshop sessions for 2.5 days, the welcome reception on Monday, 17 May, the guided tour and gala dinner 
at the Wieliczka Salt Mine on Tuesday, 18 May, coffee breaks and lunches (Tues–Thurs), the scribe’s report and three nights’ accommodation 
(Mon–Thurs) at the Novotel Krakow Centrum Hotel.  

Non-Residential Rate   ❒ 550 GBP + VAT @ 22% for SPE Members ❒ 600 GBP + VAT @ 22% for Non members

Non-Residential Rate includes: All workshop sessions for 2.5 days, the welcome reception on Monday, 17 May, the guided tour and gala 
dinner at the Wieliczka Salt Mine on Tuesday, 18 May, coffee breaks and lunches (Tues–Thurs) and the scribe’s report. 

Payment Details:
Bank transfers:  Barclays Bank, 50 Pall Mall, London SW1A 1QA, UK; Name of Account: SPE Ventures; 
Account Number: 10359483; Sort code: 20-67-59; IBAN NUMBER: GB10 BARC 2067 5910 3594 83; SWIFTBIC: BARCGB22.

Please include the name of the registrant and 10AKRA as reference for the transfer.

Credit Card (Check One): ❒ American Express ❒ MasterCard ❒ Visa ❒ Diners

Written notice of cancellation received by 17 April 2010 entitles registrants to a 50% refund. There will be no refunds after this time.

Card Number (will be billed through Society of Petroleum Engineers) Expiration Date (mm/yy)

Name of Credit Card Holder: (printed) ______________________________________________________________________________

Signature: (required) _________________________________________________________  Date: _____________________________

Security Code: (3 digits on back of card / for AMEX 4 digits on front of card) ______________  Start Date: (Diners only) ______________

Mail, fax, or e-mail completed Registration Form with payment or credit card information to:

 Society of Petroleum Engineers Telephone: +44.20.7299.3300
 First Floor, Threeways House, 40/44 Clipstone Street, Fax: +44.20.7299.3309
 London, W1W 5DW, UK  Email: formslondon@spe.org

Submit registration online at www.spe.org/events/10akra
Registration form will not be processed without payment unless authorized by meetings manager.

For questions or additional information contact: Stephanie Gardner, Event Manager at sgardner@spe.org or Sophie Young at syoung@spe.org

  

10AKRA Important: Attendance is limited and is not guaranteed.  
Early registration is recommended. 

Registration / Payment Deadline: 12 April 2010
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