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From the MSF CHARTER

Médecins Sans Frontières provides assistance to populations in distress, 
to victims of natural or man-made disasters and to victims of armed 
conflict. They do so irrespective of race, religion, creed or political 
convictions. 

Médecins Sans Frontières observes neutrality and impartiality in the 
name of universal medical ethics and the right to humanitarian 
assistance and claims full and unhindered freedom in the exercise of 
its functions. 

Members undertake to respect their professional code of ethics and to 
maintain complete independence from all political, economic, or 
religious powers. 



MSF-International Funding 2006*

*2007 financial figures available summer 2008.

**DFID, ECHO, EU

Total Revenue

$749,100,000

Institutions and 
Government** – 10.9%

$81,400,000

Individuals, 
Corporations, and 

Foundations – 85.9%

$643,200,000

Other NGOs or Associations – 3.3%

$24,500,000



*2007 financial figures available summer 2008.

MSF-International Expenditures 2006*

Management – 5.5%

$40,700,000

Fundraising – 12.8%

$94,600,000

Program Activities 
– 81.7%

$602,000,000

Total Expenditures

$737,300,000
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• Medical programs in nearly 60 countries
• 27,000 field positions
• 10% international staff
• 9.6 million outpatient consultations in 2006
• Nearly half a million patients hospitalized



MSF and the private sector
• Private but not for profit
• A customer: 40% of our expenditures, 

always unsatisfied and sometimes angry 
• Sometimes a partner in new products’

development (drugs, mobile hospitals, 
documentaries …) 

• Private companies, war crimes and 
humanitarian laws and actions

• Market failures, disasters and private 
companies



www.doctorswithoutborders.org


