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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Dana Otillio (+1.972.952.9471, email dotillio@spe.org) 

SPE International Conference Focuses on Delivering

Sustainable HSE Performance
RICHARDSON, Texas, USA (12 December 2007)—More than 1,200 experts from the global oil and gas industry will gather to discuss how E&P companies are addressing climate change, public health needs in developing countries, and other pressing social responsibility issues at the Society of Petroleum Engineers’ International Conference on Health, Safety & Environment (HSE), scheduled for 15–17 April 2008 in Nice, France.
The 2008 HSE Conference features more than 250 technical presentations, three plenary sessions, 14 panel sessions, more than 100 knowledge-sharing presentations, a special session on carbon capture and sequestration (CCS), and an exhibition showcasing the latest HSE products and services.
“Health, safety, and environmental issues are core subjects in all of our professional activities,” says 2008 General Chairperson Michel Contie of Total. “The HSE Conference provides a unique learning opportunity for attendees, and illustrates SPE and the industry’s commitment to reaching the highest standards in HSE.”
The technical programme has been designed to strike a balance between emerging issues, best practices, and lessons learned. The technical, panel, and knowledge-sharing sessions fall into five categories: safety, social responsibility, HSE management, environment, and health.

Topics include CO2 sequestration, nuclear power, asset integrity, human rights, risk management, sensitive environments, infectious diseases, and emergency response.
Three plenary sessions address the theme “In Search of Sustainable Excellence.” Experts from within and outside the oil and gas industry provide a variety of viewpoints for the following plenary sessions.
· The Challenges of Excellent Performance—Top executives and key stakeholders address how to measure and sustain excellent performance in health, safety, security, environment, and social responsibility.

· The Future of Oil in a Carbon-Constrained World—The panel provides an update on government legislation to regulate and/or tax CO2 emissions. They will also debate the future of the oil and gas industry and propose how companies can meet the challenges of a carbon-constrained world.
(MORE)

· Health Impact: Bridging the Gap—This panel consists of three recognised experts—one from a world-renowned nongovernmental organisation and two from highly acclaimed academic medical communities—who will discuss how medicine is coping with the major global health issues.

A special session will address Carbon Capture and Storage. Experts will present the technical challenge and how the regulatory framework can help or kill the use of that technique. They will also present the business framework needed to make it a part of the range of answers to the greenhouse effect.

For more information on the conference, visit our website, www.spe.org/hse08.

###

About SPE

The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) is a not-for-profit professional association whose members are engaged in energy resources development and production. SPE serves more than 73,000 members from 110 countries worldwide. SPE is a key resource for technical knowledge related to the oil and gas exploration and production industry and provides services through its publications, conferences, workshops, forums, and website at www.spe.org.
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