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SPE Abstract Review and Rating Guidelines 
 

 
 

6 
EXCEPTIONAL 

5 
VERY GOOD 

4 
GOOD 

3 
AVERAGE 

2 
BELOW AVERAGE 

1 
INFERIOR 

Subject is very closely 
aligned with the 
conference/track topic 

Subject is aligned with 
the conference/track 
topic 

Subject is aligned with 
the conference/track 
topic 

Subject is marginally 
aligned with the 
conference/track topic 

Subject is not closely 
aligned with the 
conference/track topic 

Subject is not aligned 
with the 
conference/track topic 

Objectives are clearly 
stated 

Objectives are stated Objectives are stated Objectives are not 
clearly stated 

Objectives are not 
stated 

Objectives are not 
stated 

Technical approach is 
sound overall (includes 
brief explanation of 
methods, procedures 
and process) 

Technical approach is 
sound overall (includes 
brief explanation of 
methods, procedures 
and process) 

Technical approach 
includes adequate 
explanation of 
methods, procedures 
and process 

Technical approach 
may have some 
concerns, (includes 
explanation of 
methods, procedures 
and process) 

Technical approach 
does not include 
adequate explanation 
of methods, procedures 
and process 

Technical approach 
does not include any 
explanation of 
methods, procedures 
and process 

Expected conclusions 
are sound and 
supported by material 
presented 

Expected conclusions 
are sound and 
supported by the 
technical approach 

Expected conclusions 
are stated and 
supported by the 
technical approach 

Expected conclusions 
are stated, but are not 
clearly supported by 
the technical approach 

Expected conclusions 
are not stated 

Expected conclusions 
are not stated 

Subject matter is novel 
or will potentially add 
new information to the 
existing body of 
literature 

Subject matter will 
potentially add new 
information to the 
existing body of 
literature 

Subject matter, while 
not new, will potentially 
add new information to 
the existing body of 
literature 

Subject matter, while 
not new, will potentially 
add new information to 
the existing body of 
literature 

Subject matter is not 
new, nor will it add to 
the existing body of 
literature 

Subject matter is not 
new, nor will it add to 
the existing body of 
literature 

The overall abstract is 
well written and easy to 
understand 

The overall abstract is 
well written and easy to 
understand 

The overall abstract is 
written with moderate 
language flaws, but 
technical knowledge is 
clearly conveyed 

The overall abstract is 
written with significant 
language flaws 

The overall abstract is 
poorly written with 
significant language 
flaws 

The overall abstract is 
poorly written with 
significant language 
flaws 

Subject is non- 
commercial in nature 

Subject is not overtly 
commercial in nature 

Subject is not overtly 
commercial in nature 

Some concerns about 
the commercial nature 
of the subject 

Significant concerns 
about the commercial 
nature of the subject 

Significant concerns 
about the commercial 
nature of the subject 

The work/research this 
paper will be based on 
is more than 75% 
complete 

The work/research this 
paper will be based on 
is 50-75% complete 

The work/research this 
paper will be based on 
is 25-50% complete 

The work/research this 
paper will be based on 
is 25-50% complete 

The work/research this 
paper will be based on 
is less than 25% 
complete 

The work/research this 
paper will be based on 
is less than 25% 
complete 

 
A must for inclusion 

in the program 

 
Highly desirable for 

inclusion in the 
program 

 
Should be considered 
for inclusion in the 
program 

 
Caution should be 
used in selection 
process and the final 
paper should be 
reviewed by session 
chair prior to final 
submission. 

 
Not a desirable 
candidate for 
inclusion in the 
program 

 
Not acceptable for 
inclusion in the 
program 


