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About SPE Regional 
Awards Program

The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Awards recognize members for
their technical contributions, professional excellence, career achievement,

service to colleagues, industry leadership, and public service.
Regional awards recognize members who contribute exceptional service

and leadership within SPE and make significant professional contributions
within their technical disciplines at the SPE regional level. Awards are

presented in the appropriate SPE Regions and Meetings. 

This year’s winners of the Gulf Coat North America
regional awards are 19 exceptional E&P professionals who

have demonstrated outstanding talent and dedication to
their fields and have earned the votes of their peers and
colleagues, and 1 company that has shown outstanding

support to the SPE region.



SPE Awardees
Technical Awards: 

Technical Awards recognize significant achievements or contributions to the
advancement of petroleum engineering in the area of the technical discipline.
The recipients' contributions to the technology stand out sharply and help to

advance the discipline.



Completions  Optimization 
and Technology Award

Vicky Jackson
Nielsen

Vicky Jackson Nielsen is Director, Drilling and Completions – Bakken Asset for
Hess Corporation, a global independent energy company engaged in the
exploration and production of crude oil and natural gas.

Jackson Nielsen has more than 28 years of experience in the oil and gas
industry in technology, business development, project management,
manufacturing and completions engineering and operations.

She has served in a variety of roles in her 11+ years with Hess, including
Drilling and Completions Manager – Gulf of Mexico; Completions Technology
Advisor; and Deepwater Project Engineer - Guyana.

Prior to Hess, she worked in Halliburton’s Intelligent Completions joint venture,
WellDynamics, helping take it from a fledgling technology development to a
thriving business. She began her career in West Texas as a production
engineer for Unocal.

Jackson Nielsen holds a bachelor’s degree in Petroleum Engineering from
Colorado School of Mines and a master’s degree in Petroleum Engineering
from the University of Texas at Austin. She is a member of the Society of
Petroleum Engineers, serving on its Executive Committee for Completions, as
an associate journal editor, and helping plan conferences and technical
sessions.



Nominator Statement

Vicky Jackson Nielsen is a completions SME in both
major offshore activities and unconventional reservoir
development with experience with both the service
sector and operators. She has been a technical editor
for 2 SPE journals for 14 years, and she is well
published. Vicky has chaired and served on numerous
committees for conferences, forums, and workshops for
18 years. She is a passionate advocate for students as
a member of the PE Program Advisory Board for
Colorado School of Mines.



Drilling Engineering Award

Lindsay Fraser

Lindsay was employed in the oilfield from 1980 to 2018 when he
retired from full-time employment.

He served primarily in drilling fluids positions starting as a field
engineer, offshore U.A.E. Thereafter he served in a variety of
technical service and management roles, his last full-time position
being that of Director of Technology for Newpark Drilling Fluids.
Lindsay was instrumental in a number of technical innovations and
industry firsts, including the application of 100% oil muds in deep
water and the drilling of the first horizontal holes, both in the GoM.

He served on 3 SPE Forum Series (including co-chairing one such
in Breckenridge), served as an SPE Distinguished Lecturer for the
1996/1997 season, and was very active in API and AADE
committees throughout his career. He has authored or coauthored
over 20 publications.

Lindsay has been blessed to have shared the journey with his wife,
Kathy, Children, Doug, Kirsty, and Colleen, and latterly with
grandchildren Cameron, Charlie, Braylin, and Andie.



Nominator Statement

Mr. Fraser spent over 37 years in all aspects of the
drilling fluids business until he retired from full-time
employment late in 2018. His experience ranges from
field engineer (at IMCO Services) to Senior Director of
Technology (at Newpark Drilling Fluids). He amassed a
broad knowledge of all aspects of the industry which led
to insights and experience to young professionals
entering the field. He has shaped the industry with his
publications and practice with drilling fluids. 



Data Science and Engineering and Analytics

Dr. Michael James
Pyrcz

Michael Pyrcz is an associate professor in the Department of Petroleum and
Geosystems Engineering, and the Jackson School of Geosciences, The
University of Texas at Austin, where he researches and teaches on the topics
of subsurface, spatial data analytics, geostatistics and machine learning. 

Michael is also the principal investigator of the freshmen research initiative and
a core faculty in the Machine Learn Laboratory in the College of Natural
Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, an associate editor for Computers
and Geosciences and a board member for Mathematical Geosciences, the
International Association for Mathematical Geosciences, the program chair of
the Society of Petroleum Engineers’ Petroleum Data-Driven Analytics
Technical Section and the Chief Science Officer of daytum, an energy data
science education company. 

Michael has written over 60 peer-reviewed publications, a Python package for
spatial, subsurface data analytics, and coauthored a textbook on spatial data
analytics, ‘Geostatistical Reservoir Modeling’. All of Michael’s university
lectures are available on his YouTube channel,
www.youtube.com/GeostatsGuyLectures, to support his students and working
professionals. To find out more about Michael’s work and shared educational
resources visit his website at www.michaelpyrcz.com.

http://www.youtube.com/GeostatsGuyLectures
http://www.michaelpyrcz.com/


Nominator Statement
Dr. Michael Pyrcz is significantly contributing to the
effort to build data analytics and machine learning
operational capability in our industry.

All of Dr. Pyrcz’s course content is shared externally to
The University of Texas at Austin to benefit working
professionals, students and to attract talent into the
Petroleum Engineering field.

 Dr. Pyrcz has taught around 20 short courses in the
industry this year alone while carrying a full load as a
professor in the Hildebrand
Department of Petroleum and Geosystems
Engineering.

Dr. Pyrcz’s work uniquely communicates data analytics
and machine learning in an understandable manner to
petroleum engineers.



Formation Evaluation

Edgar I Velez

Edgar Velez is the Acoustics Geomechanics Domain
Champion for the western hemisphere in Houston, leading
the application of acoustics tools for different
environments, a position he assumed in 2018. He joined
Schlumberger in 2003 as a junior petrophysicist with the
Data & Consulting Services team in Villahermosa, Mexico.
In 2008, he was appointed as the acoustics domain
champion for the Latin American region. From 2012
through 2014, he was based in Argentina and continued to
focus on unconventional reservoirs. In 2014, he assumed
the position of acoustic domain champion in Houston for
North America land, with similar responsibilities as the
present day. Velez graduated with bachelor’s degree in
geophysics with honors from the Universidad Nacional
Autónoma de Mexico (UNAM) in 2002.



Nominator Statement

Edgar's formation evaluation skills have held him in
good stead; his skills and aptitude to integrate logging
data and customized solutions are the key ingredients
that have helped him steer his company's oil and gas
exploration projects to greater heights. His collaboration
in technical solutions are documented and aptly
published in leading journals and conferences like SEG,
SPE, AAPG, SPWLA, URTEC to name a few, They
have also been adopted by many leading oil and gas
operators.



Health, Safety and
Environment

Yuanhang Chen

Dr. Yuanhang Chen is currently an assistant professor in
Craft and Hawkins petroleum engineering department at
Louisiana State University. He received his Ph.D. degree in
petroleum engineering at the University of Tulsa and
started his appointment at LSU in 2015. His current
research focus is well control and gas influx management
with MPD. Over the last few years, he has conducted both
experimental and modeling research in investigating gas
influx behaviors in non-aqueous fluids for an improved well
control and gas influx management with MPD. His
research program is financially supported by multiple
funding agencies including the National Academy of
Science and Louisiana Board of Regents. 



Nominator Statement

Dr. Yuanhang Chen has conducted research studies
under various well control and well integrity related
topics, and has been proactive in sharing knowledge
through SPE and other academic platforms, he also
contributes to educating hundreds of students for the
improvement of efficiency and safety in drilling and
completion engineering at LSU.

I believe the research and professional expertise Dr.
Yuanhang Chen has in the area of offshore well control,
along with his diligence and proactiveness in sharing
his research findings in SPE and other platforms to
continuously improving the understanding and
engineering practices of offshore well control will have a
prolonged and profound impact on offshore HSE
industry; therefore he should be considered as a very
strong candidate for this award. 



Namit Jaiswal

Namit Jaiswal is Deepwater Portfolio Lead for Shell Oil Company -
Houston. He is a reservoir engineer by training and started in the
Heavy Oil research group of Shell. 

Namit has been one of the most active members and contributed to the
petroleum engineering society in many ways, from authoring various
papers to organizing/leading international forums and workshops.
Namit also has and continues to contribute to varied abilities to further
the interests of SPE, including workshops and committee work and
technical, editorial roles. 

Namit holds more than twelve patents and publications. He is also a
contributing author to AAPG Memoir Natural Gas Hydrates—Energy
Resource Potential and Associated Geologic Hazards. He holds a BS
(Chem Engg.) degree from ICT Mumbai-India, MS (PETE) from the
University of Alaska Fairbanks, and a Ph.D. (PETE) degree from the
Texas A & M University-College Station, TX.

Management 



Nominator Statement

Dr. Jaiswal is an experienced leader and manager of
Shell’s Deepwater group. He leads complex multi-
faceted petroleum projects, specifically with technical
requirements including multi-disciplinary data and end-
to-end integration needs. He motivates and inspires
young professionals within Shell and externally. He has
actively led SPE for 18 years by authoring technical
papers, organizing/chairing international sessions to
accelerate business outcomes that can be applied
globally.

Dr. Namit Jaiswal is one of the top emerging technical
leaders within Shell, with an innovative mindset and
passion for global technical sustainable practices. He
has managed serval complex projects in Upstream
business, and passionately driving SPE's mission. and
objectives 



Dr. Amir Mahmoudkhani is a seasoned SPE member, author
and presenter who has made substantial technical
advancements to upstream operations. In his current role as
Director of Technology for Locus Bio-Energy Solutions, Amir
has developed new applications for the industry’s first ESG-
friendly biosurfactant technologies that replace and outperform
traditional completion and production chemicals at a fraction of
the dosage rate and cost. The globally recognized solutions
maximize oil production, extend well life, reduce scope 1
emissions, lower operating costs, minimize new drilling and
qualify for regional tax credits. 
 
Dr. Amir Mahmoudkhani has strong knowledge of oilfield
chemistry and 20+ years of experience in various technical
roles including R&D, application development, project
management, and as a member of Industry Joint Research
Programs (JIPs) and adjunct professor at University of
Alberta. His areas of expertise include polymer, oilfield,
surface & colloid, solid state & material, water and corrosion
chemistries, and electrochemistry. 
 

Production and Operation

Amir H
Mahmoudkhani



Nominator Statement

As a highly involved SPE member, presenter, author
and committee member, Amir has made substantial
contributions to the organization, including sharing his
expertise on new technologies for upstream
applications. Most notably, he has helped significantly
advance the sustainability and financial security of oil &
gas production and operations. He developed the first
innovative green EOR technology that was recently
chosen by both World Finance and S&P Global Platts as
the top solution to ESG and financial challenges.
Specifically, he used patented ISO-9001 accredited
production technology to commercialize the industry’s
first biosurfactant treatments proven to maximize ESG
and profitability of oilfield operations by replacing and
outperforming synthetic chemicals. Each customized
solution offers significant environmental and
performance advantages over competing technologies
with none of the downsides.  



Reservoir Description and
Dynamics

Juan Manuel Ham Macosa

Oil and natural gas engineer with a bachelor’s degree from
Universidad Olmeca. He currently works at Petróleos
Mexicanos (PEMEX) in reservoir engineering within the
Exploitation Plannning Management that belongs to the
Exploration and Production Technical Sub-Directorate. His
experience is in primary recovery of naturally fractured
reservoirs.

 He has presented works related to reservoir engineering
and well productivity at a national and international level, his
areas of interest are mainly analytical and numerical
methods in the dynamic characterization of reservoirs. He is
an active member of the CIPM (Colegio de Ingenieros
Petroleros de México) and the SPE (Society of Petroleum
Engineers).



Nominator Statement

He is an excellent leader and an accomplished young
professional. He is creative and curious, always eager to
learn, and reliable. He has specialized in reservoir
engineering and strives to keep himself well
documented on state-of-the-art technologies and
methods. As a boss, coworker, and YP, he looks after
the professional growth of his personnel, promotes
training, research, and new ideas, he makes the most of
his time and advocates for unity, and actively promotes
knowledge dissemination.



Fiji George has more than 26 years of experience related to
energy, environmental and sustainability issues spanning
natural gas production, processing, transmission and LNG.
His expertise focuses on identifying sustainable solutions for
prudent development and use of natural gas in a low-carbon
economy, including development of internal and external
sustainability policies, programs and research.

Mr. George was a member of the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine committee that published
a detailed study on methane emissions. He is a co-author on
multiple peer-reviewed scientific papers.

Prior to Cheniere, held technical and management corporate
positions at Southwestern Energy, Shell Exploration &
Production Company and El Paso Corporation and also with
the consulting firms of ENSR and ERM-West. He holds a
master’s in Civil (Environmental) Engineering from Texas A&M
University and a bachelor’s in Mining Engineering from Anna
University, India.

Sustainability and Stewardship in
the Oil and Gas Industry 

Fiji George



Nominator Statement

Fiji George has 26 years of climate and sustainability
strategy experience along the natural gas value chain,
including designing national models such as The ONE
Future framework which is a recognized voluntary
program by the EPA and cited by the IEA as a major
methane emissions reduction voluntary program for
operators. He was appointed to the National Academies
of Sciences study on anthropogenic methane, a
distinguished honor that is seldom given to industry
representatives.



Service Awards:
 

The SPE Regional Services Awards acknowledges exceptional
contributions to the Society of Petroleum Engineers at the section or

regional level and recognizes singular devotion of time and effort to the
programs and development of the member's section and region that set it

apart from the services rendered each year by many members of the
Society.



Distinguished Achievement Award for
Petroleum Engineering Faculty 

Dr. Jose L Bashbush

Jose Luis Bashbush is a Professor of the National University of Mexico,
where he got his original degree with honors in 1969. He is an
international petroleum engineering consultant with a practice in dozens of
countries around the world. He has taught over 350 industry courses in
Asia, Europe, Middle East, Mexico and North and South America.

He has been active in SPE, as president of the Venezuela Section,
director of the Colombia Section and currently in the board of the Mexico
Section; besides participating in numerous fora and committees. The
Society has recognized his involvement with various Regional awards and
the Distinguished and Legion of Honor Memberships.

Dr. Bashbush has more than 50 publications and numerous confidential
reports on the optimization of production from reservoirs around the globe.
After 30 years, he retired from Schlumberger as Technology Director for
Latin America, having previously worked for Pemex, the Mexican
Petroleum Institute, Gulf Oil Corporation and other international consulting
companies.

He holds a M.S. degree from the University of Texas at Austin and a
Ph.D. from Penn State, both in Petroleum Engineering.



Nominator Statement

Dr. Jose Luis Bashbush has been a UNAM professor
since 1968, honing his teaching and presentations skills
to great clarity combining his worldwide expertise
acquired through numerous projects in diverse types of
reservoirs and environments. He diligently directs thesis
to graduate and undergraduate students. He has taught
more than 300 short courses in ~20 countries. He is an
inspiration to students and professors alike, excelling in
knowledge, kindness and availability to resolve
questions.



Public Service

Saloumeh
Ebrahimzadeh

Sally graduated from the University of Houston with a bachelor’s
degree in petroleum engineering in May 2015. She started her
involvement with SPE Gulf Coast Section by attending
professional events and volunteering. She has been a member
of SPE-GCS Young Professionals Group and the Awards and
Scholarship Banquet committee since 2017.
 
Sally is a reservoir engineer for Triple Five Energy Resources.
She is responsible for performing asset base review, evaluating
acquisition, and business development. 

Sally is very passionate about serving the Houston community.
Giving back to the organizations is what motivates her as a
volunteer.
 



Nominator Statement
Sally is extremely active in the Houston community and does
not limit her contributions solely to SPE. She cares about the
people she helps, and always find room in her heart or her
schedule to help those in need, whether that person is a
fellow SPE volunteer working an event, or a local community
service project that needs extra hands to get through a task.
No volunteering challenge is too big or too small for her, and
she gives so much of herself in the projects that she takes
on.

Besides her activity in the SPE-GCS, she has over 300
volunteer hours at the Beacon Homeless shelter, and over
100 hours at the Houston Food bank. She has worked with
the Cycle Houston bike build for 3 years prior to Covid 19
putting restrictions on personal interaction. She has also
been a mentor to over 100 incoming freshmen at the
University of Houston through a program called Launch into
Engineering. She has participated in the SWE Mobilizing
Dreams event for incoming college freshmen. She has also
been a high school STEM Education tutor at the Yates High
School here in the Houston area. She has volunteered with
the Chevron Houston marathon the last 4 years. And she has
also volunteered with the Galveston Bay Foundation doing
beach clean ups and participating in their Trash Bash event. 



Young Member
Outstanding Service Award

Dr. Michael Brett Cronin

Michael Cronin works as a reservoir engineer in the Upstream
Research Company at ExxonMobil.He holds a PhD in Energy and
Mineral Engineering (Petroleum & Natural Gas Engineering option)
from Pennsylvania State University, a master’s degree in Geological
Sciences from the University of Texas at Austin, and dual bachelor’s
degrees in Petroleum & Natural Gas Engineering and Geosciences
(with Honors) from Pennsylvania State University, where he received
the 2011 Eric A. Walker Award.

He is a member of SPE since 2009 and recipient of the 2019 Cedric K.
Ferguson Medal. He served on the editorial board of SPE The Way
Ahead between 2016 and 2020 holding various leadership roles
including Deputy Managing Editor.His technical interests include
enhanced oil recovery in ultra-tight reservoirs, gas injection, phase
behavior, applied analytical modeling, reservoir simulation, and
experimental core analysis. Michael completed five internships with
major/independent oil companies during his university studies and
worked at Anadarko before returning for a PhD. He lives in Houston
with his wife Susanna and their two children.



Nominator Statement

It is a great pleasure to nominate Dr. Michael Cronin for
this award. I know Michael from our concurrent
volunteer service in The Way Ahead. Michael served
SPE's prestigious magazine for a number of years
reaching the Deputy Managing Editor (DME) rank in
2019-20. He was instrumental in the successful
inaugural installment of the magazine's "Energy
Influencers" recognition program. Beyond that Michael
had a long volunteering tenure with the magazine and
was a contributor to many of its successes.

Dr. Cronin is a very enthusiastic and professional
petroleum engineer, one that the Gulf Coast North
America Region is lucky to have in its roster. His hard
work ethic and attention to detail gives me confident that
he will play a positive role in the growth of our industry,
from a technical as well as non-technical standpoint. 



Young Member
Outstanding Service

Award

Manisha Bhardwaj
Manisha Bhardwaj is a data science technical advisor at Halliburton. With
more than 10 years of experience in data science and machine learning,
she is recognized as a leader and advisor in her field. She provides
technical expertise related to data science and analytics, develops
research strategies to use latest analytics innovation, and makes
recommendations for data-driven business decisions. She is a coauthor of
several technical publications and patent applications and is an active peer
reviewer for many leading journals.

An active member of SPE, Bhardwaj has held multiple volunteer roles at
the SPE Gulf Coast Section (SPE-GCS) Data Analytics Study Group
promoting data analytics in the energy industry. She has been selected to
serve in the SPE-GCS board of directors for the 2021–2022 term. For her
outstanding contributions to SPE, Bhardwaj was awarded the SPE Gulf
Coast North America Regional Service Award in 2020 and has been
recognized as a 2021 Energy Influencer by SPE The Way Ahead.

Bhardwaj holds master’s and PhD degrees in applied mathematics from
University of Houston (UH). She is the recipient of several prestigious
scholarships, including UH First Friends of NSM Fellowship awarded to
best and brightest PhD students.



Nominator Statement

Dr. Manisha Bhardwaj deserves Regional YMOS based
on contributions & leadership to public, community,
SPE, & petroleum engineering profession. As Data
Analytics Program Chair, she led 2019 SPE-GCS Data
Science Convention, attended by 400+ attendees. She
chaired SPE-GCS Data Analytics Study Group, writes
articles, is active in peer review of technical publications,
& contributes in outreach to students & non-SPE
members. She received the SPEI N. America GC
Regional Service Award, 2020.



Thomas Shattuck is a third-year law student at the University of
Houston Law Center where he serves as the Chief Notes &
Comments Editor of the Houston Law Review. He is also the
Deputy Managing Editor of The Way Ahead, the Society of
Petroleum Engineers’ publication for young professionals.
Previously, Shattuck was a research manager for the Deloitte
Research Center for Energy & Industrials where he analyzed
trends in the global energy markets with a focus on LNG as well as
upstream exploration and development. Before joining Deloitte, he
worked as a market researcher covering deepwater and frontier oil
and gas projects in North America. Shattuck also has hands-on
experience working in the oil and gas industry, where he started
his career as a field engineer for a leading oilfield services
company in the Gulf of Mexico.

Regional Service
Award

Thomas Shattuck



Nominator Statement
As a research manager at Deloitte’s Center for Energy &
Industrials, Thomas Shattuck has authored over twenty reports
focused on the oil and gas industry on topics including the
energy transition, upstream project development, M&A, LNG,
natural gas markets, OFS strategy, cybersecurity, and refining.
He has spoken at more than a dozen conferences and events
on energy topics.

Shattuck is the current deputy managing editor of The Way
Ahead, SPE International's young professional publication. He
has been an editor/content creator for TWA since 2014,
supporting the Business Benchmarks, HR Discussion, and
Interview departments. 

He has volunteered at the Offshore Technology Conference in
Houston since 2019, co-chairing multiple technical sessions on
materials science, project development, and project cost
reduction. He planned and co-moderated the 2018 executive
panel on private equity investment in deepwater, and a 2019
panel on LNG project development and markets. 

Shattuck also volunteered at OTC Brasil in Rio de Janeiro in
2019, co-chairing two technical sessions focused on advanced
materials and well integrity. 



Richard Murphy is an in-class science, technology, engineering and math
volunteer tutor at Dulles High School in Sugar Land, Texas. Murphy worked for
Phillips and Marathon Oil Company during his 33-year career. He held various
management positions in international production, corporate A&D, economic
evaluations, and worldwide exploration. 

After retiring from Marathon, Murphy began his second career as a volunteer.
In 2011, he started volunteering at MD Anderson Cancer Center helping in their
Patient Family Center. In 2013, he created a volunteer in-class chemistry and
physics tutoring program at Dulles High School to help students understand
science concepts and give individual attention to students.  With the help of the
Gulf Coast Section, he leads this expanded program which had more than 30
volunteers at 14 area high schools, pre-Covid. During Covid, he created a
computer donation program that has had nearly 800 computers donated to a
computer non-profit to give to needy students and families. Over the past 2
years, he has chaired the GCS Scholarship Endowment Fund Committee.The
committee is working to attain its goal of raising $6 million to fund an
appreciable number of annual scholarships for student entering the energy
industry. In 2015, he was awarded the Exemplary Volunteer Award by the SPE-
GCS. In 2016, he was awarded the SPEI Public Service Award.  Murphy holds
a BS degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of California,
Berkeley in 1975 and a Degree of Engineer in Petroleum Engineering from
Stanford University in 1977. 

Regional Service
Award

Richard J Murphy



Nominator Statement

This amazing volunteer has been a stalwart supporter of
the SPE GCS in that he has given so much time,
attention, professionalism, energy, and positivity in a
time that so many have wavered due to the
overwhelming pressures of the day.  His commitment to
the SPE as Sub Committee Chair and supporter of
incoming chairs and ongoing activities is beyond the
scope of normal or even exceptional performance, he
has raised the bar as a standard to hold for all future
individuals in his service.  



Regional Service
Award

Alfiya Nikolaeva



Nominator Statement

Alfiya has served as an SPE Young Professional (YP)
Board Member since 2018 and quickly became a valuable
contributor to the entire YP board. She has demonstrated
very strong organizational skills by taking a lead to set up
a series of professional events such as SPE Distinguished
Lecturer event; an SPE President oresentation; AI
workshops with IBM and flagship events such as the
Emerging Engineers symposium for young professionals
and EnergyDot Leadership Summit with the total number
of more than 15 events and 1770 total participants. For
their outstanding contributions to the team's achievements,
she and the YP committee have been recognized with the
2018-2019 Gulf Coast Section Outstanding Committee
Award and the 2019-2020 Gulf Coast Section Service
award.

Alfiya has proved her leadership skills and dedication to
her duties. She has demonstrated a few major and
important skills during her time with SPE and one of them
is mentorship. Mentorship is the key skill for SPE YP to be
able to lead by example in front of the students and recent
graduates. 



Shannon Eichmann is a Petroleum Engineer with Aramco
Americas. She holds a BS in Chemical Engineering from Texas
A&M University and a Ph.D. in Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering from Johns Hopkins University. Shannon joined
Aramco in 2013 following an appointment as a post-doctoral
researcher in the Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering
Department at Rice University. Her research specialties include
microscopy, nanoscale imaging, and spectroscopy for rock and
materials characterization. Shannon has contributed to more than
20 peer-reviewed journal papers and more than 40 conference
presentations. She is a co-inventor of 10 granted patents and 7
published and filed patent applications. She mentored 5 interns and
3 junior scientists, regularly serve in outreach activities and is a
member of SPE, SPWLA, AIChE, and ACS.

Regional Service
Award

Shannon L. Eichmann



Nominator Statement

Dr. Shannon Eichmann has conducted SPE webinars on
digital rock properties to benefit SPE membership,
contributed to 25 peer-reviewed journals and more than
40 conference papers and participated in many SPE
conferences.  She is the co-inventor of 9 granted
patents and 7 published/filed patent applications. 
 Shannon is the winner of the post-doctoral fellowship
and many awards for her contributions.  Shannon has
mentored 5 interns and 3 junior scientists and is
dedicated to serving in outreach activities.



Kelsey Ridpath is an engineer working at Southwestern
Energy with over ten years of experience in in Reservoir and
Planning engineering. She grew up in the suburbs of St.
Louis and attended Missouri S&T where graduated with her
B.S. in Petroleum Engineering. After graduation, she
relocated to Houston and where she still resides with her
husband and two children. 

Regional Service
Award

Kelsey E Ridpath



Nominator Statement

Kelsey Ridpath has been an outstanding volunteer for the
Gulf Coast Section working with the Northside study group
for 5+ years in various positions to ensure that the study
group provides quality technical luncheons/webinars for the
section.

Even with Kelsey's busy work schedule at Southwestern
Energy, she has served in many positions with the Northside
study group over the past 5 years including
Website/Webinar, Vice Treasurer, Chair, and most recently
Program Coordinator. A couple of years ago the study group
was losing volunteers and not providing as many technical
events as in previous years. She took the lead and worked
tirelessly to keep the Northside study group going, sourcing
speakers for the technical luncheons and encouraging the
other members to participate. Since then the study group
has been able to provide consistent luncheons/webinars
including hosting an SPE DL. Kelsey commented that she
likes how SPE promotes collaboration and networking and
her work with the Gulf Coast Section Northside study group
ensures this happens.



Regional Service
Award

Dr. Carlos Perez-Tellez



Nominator Statement

Dr. Pérez Tellez is an outstanding manager that
consistently does his best for his company, the groups
that report to him, the local SPE members, and the
communities surrounding the oil fields in the region. He
has always been proactive in SPE, excelling in the
activities directed towards the Young Professionals and
the Student Chapters in the Southern Region of the
country. As vice-president in Pemex, he led a campaign
to revitalize the SPE membership in his area sponsoring
membership.

Carlos Pérez contributions to the oil and gas industry
have reached both students and new engineers. He has
participated actively in national and international
conferences for Universities and SPE Mexico Section.



Distinguished Corporate Support Award

Subsurface Consultants & Associates, LLC (SCA) is an
upstream service provider for the oil and gas industry that
was founded in 1988, by Daniel J. Tearpock. We offer four
primary services that include geoscience and engineering
consulting, upstream projects and studies, training
services, and direct hire recruitment. Our business focuses
on Consulting and Recruitment of oil and gas related
professionals and Training that is current, timely,
effectively formatted and cost-efficient.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscacompanies.com%2Fconsulting-2%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjthomas%40spe.org%7Cded5d786d9cc429c3e0308d92104b50f%7C77faebbde5004f05a5790df6cb08ac41%7C0%7C0%7C637577126385009233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XkbOBQkgU1Luts5QipDZhedrdbaXQR412R%2BAQCWNVNo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscacompanies.com%2Fconsulting-2%2Fprojects-and-studies%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjthomas%40spe.org%7Cded5d786d9cc429c3e0308d92104b50f%7C77faebbde5004f05a5790df6cb08ac41%7C0%7C0%7C637577126385009233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kQ%2FYAu70ZsthiuFGBUfadaOpc4DxJax3%2F8BtmKQjHjw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscacompanies.com%2Ftraining%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjthomas%40spe.org%7Cded5d786d9cc429c3e0308d92104b50f%7C77faebbde5004f05a5790df6cb08ac41%7C0%7C0%7C637577126385019223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Kv%2Bu5yxQ0sjCWhq7EwDFN0YXMTVGjALOBNDIU0h7wD4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscacompanies.com%2Frecruiting%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjthomas%40spe.org%7Cded5d786d9cc429c3e0308d92104b50f%7C77faebbde5004f05a5790df6cb08ac41%7C0%7C0%7C637577126385029224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hLXobzFzA5NGQQnuqbOT7XOtiTyUd25rjm4zcpCtcGA%3D&reserved=0


Nominator Statement

SCA provides free webinars as a service for continuing
education available to the SPE Gulf Coast Section
membership. There are over 40 webinars posted in
SCA's on-demand webinar library which is located here:
https://scacompanies.com/trai ning/webinars/.

Susan Howes, SCA's Vice President of Engineering,
has delivered 22 presentations in the SPE GCS
meetings since joining SCA in 2016.

Thank you for considering this company, they have done
tremendous things for the GCS during very difficult
times.



Congratulations to all of this 
year's winners!

If you would like to participate in next year’s awards, 
you can find out more information about the SPE 

awards at https://www.spe.org/awards/. 


